St Paul’s Post
At St Paul’s we are Safe, Respectful, Learners

From the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,
This Sunday is the Feast of Pentecost, a great day in our Christian year. On this day we rejoice that Jesus
keeps his promises. He promised that he would send the Holy Spirit to unify and strengthen his followers.
Come, Holy Spirit; fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia!

Congratulations First Holy Communicants
This Saturday, and for the next following few weekends, a number of our students will make their First Holy
Communion at St. Paul’s. I fondly remember making my First Holy Communion at St Bernadette’s Castle Hill
some (many!) years ago and the family celebrations that followed. Likewise, when my children received Holy
Communion for the first time, it was a time of joy and pride in our families faith. I know that this day will
also be special for the children who are receiving this Sacrament for the first time. Thank you parents for
supporting your child’s faith development - as their first educators, supporting them in this Sacramental
journey is a proud moment for you too. Thank you also to the many staff who have, or will, attend these
special Masses.

Playground update
As you may remember, in 2020 I applied for a Community Building Partnership grant
and was successful in gaining funds ($30,000) from the NSW Government. After
significant COVID19 shipping delays, the work for our Accessible Musical Garden was
completed last week. The musical garden is another great addition to our playground
space and the children have already loved investigating the new tunes! Our school
leaders had the special privilege of taking a test run prior to the “official” opening of
this area to the children. My special thanks to the NSW Government, Mr Mark Taylor,
Member for Seven Hills and our staff, Mrs Michelle Brett, Mrs Berna Robson and Mr
Dave Bonnar for their assistance with this project.

Kindergarten 2023
As in recent years, we have had a huge interest for Kindergarten 2023 with over 100 applications for our 60
spaces. Next year's sibling cohort is our largest yet with over 40 existing families applying to enrol their child
for Kindergarten. Unfortunately, this leaves us with a very large waiting list, with late applications still
coming in frequently. Our K2023 Interviews for enrolment took place this week. On Wednesday our new
families joined us and on Thursday our existing families came in for a chat and a quick outdoor tour. We very
much enjoyed welcoming our new and existing families to their interviews.

Staff Development Day - This Friday 10 June
On Friday June 10, the staff will be participating in a whole day of professional learning regarding “word
inquiry”. This is a pupil free day (no children at school) and I thank you for making alternative arrangements
for the care and supervision of your child on this day. If you require the services of Ambrose Early Learning
(COSHC) on this day, please contact them directly on stpaultheapostle@ambrose.org.au or 0429 017 382.
Peace and Joy!
Mrs Megan Baird
Principal

From the Assistant Principal
Tell Them From Me Survey - Parent Voice
Every year, every school in the Parramatta Diocese invites students, staff, and parents to provide feedback

to each school about their school community. The Tell Them From Me (TTFM) survey is voluntary. However, it
would be greatly appreciated if as many parents as possible participate in this survey. Parents are asked
some questions which are rated on a scale and there is an optional open-ended response available for
parents to provide feedback. Whilst the responses are anonymous, please note that the open text question
in the surveys is read by principals only. Any detailed information in the open text could potentially identify
the respondent, so generic comments are recommended. The TTFM survey opened on 31 May and will
close on Friday 10 June. Students in Years 4, 5, and 6 are also invited to participate in a student survey
during school time during the survey period. Staff also participate in the survey and provide feedback on
different aspects of our school. The link to access the TTFM parent survey will be shared with you via
Skoolbag. I thank you in advance for taking the time to complete this once-a-year survey.
Mrs Kathryn Newman
Assistant Principal

From the Religious Education Coordinator
Sacred Heart of Jesus
On Friday 24 June we celebrate the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We are also in the season of Winter and we
recognise that this is an even harder time for those less fortunate or homeless. The Mini Vinnie team are
inviting the community to wear mufti clothes and to bring in items for the St Vincent de Paul winter appeal.
Each grade will be given a different item to bring in and the Mini Vinnie team will be creating snack packs
for St Vincent de Paul to hand out to the homeless.
A flyer with all the information will be sent home next week.

Sunday’s Gospel
This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. We remember how Jesus gave his disciples and all of us the gift of the
Holy Spirit.
“The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”
-2 Corinthians 3:17
Let us pray together:

Dear Jesus,
Thank you for sending us the Holy Spirit,
who gives us courage to do what is right,
and guides us to understand God’s ways.
Holy Spirit, help us to be kind and forgiving.
Help us to be brave and to trust in God
even when things seem impossible,
because nothing is impossible with God.
Thank you, Lord, for your Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Mrs Johra Brackenbury
Religious Education Coordinator

From the Leaders of Learning
Numeracy Update
This week, we gladly welcomed back Mrs
Gerladine Caleta, our Numeracy Teacher
Educator. Mrs Caleta joined us in the Infants
classrooms, working alongside our teachers
and children. Kindergarten focused on
Measurement - in particular length, and using
informal units of measure to make
comparisons. Children were measuring their
handspans and foot length and finding objects
around the room which were similar and
different in length.

Year One was busy using multiplicative
thinking to solve problems about teddy bears!
They were focusing on representing solutions
in words, symbols and pictures. What hard
thinking from our talented Year One learners!

Our Year Two mathematicians eagerly challenged their
understanding of Time. Analogue clocks were the focus of their
learning and children explored the intervals on clock faces, the
number of hands on a clock and other vocabulary we could use
to describe times of the day.

Liz Sargent
Leader of Learning

Thank you to the NSW Fire Service
(Baulkham Hills) for visiting our
School!
The safety of our children is always at the
forefront of our planning. On Tuesday morning,
a team of Firefighters from the NSW Fire
Service (Baulkham Hills Station) visited St
Paul’s. John and his team spoke to the children
in Year 4 and Year 5 about the importance of
following school procedures during school
evacuations and reminded the children of the
importance of staying calm during
emergencies. We are grateful for the team's
time to inspect the school grounds and look
forward to their next visit when they have
promised to join us in a practice fire evacuation
drill.
Michelle Brett
Leader of Learning

Sport News
Congratulations to our 10 year old boy team for our Zone cross
country. As a team they received First place. Well done boys. Their
winning pennant will be on display in our school library.

Mini Writer’s Festival - Little Scribe
This week Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) have enjoyed participating in the
Mini-Writing Festival. We have listened to a range of authors, including
Jacqueline Harvey, Oliver Phommavanh, Jackie French and James Foley.
We have also learnt some secret author
techniques, which we are looking forward to
applying during future writing sessions. Did
you know that James Foley is an author and
an illustrator - he is
known as an
Autho-strator?

Good News Stories!
Congratulations to the many staff who have already been nominated by our
families to receive a ‘Good News Story Star’. As mentioned in last week’s
newsletter, and on social media, we are trialling this new initiative at St. Paul’s. A
coloured star was sent home earlier in the term with each child. This star was
intended to be kept handy by families to later complete and return to school
when they notice a ‘star’ staff member- someone who is making a difference in
the life of your child/ren or your family.
We thank the families who have returned stars already and proudly share a
sample of the stars and photos with you below. We love receiving these ‘Good
News Stories’ and adding them to our collection in the staffroom.
If you would like another copy of a ‘Good News Story’ please email the school
office, or let your child’s teacher know and we will gladly send home more for
you.

REMINDER - 2022 St Paul’s Primary Athletics Carnival
Primary Athletics Carnival will be held on Thursday 9 June at Gooden Reserve, Baulkham Hills.
All children in Years 3-6, together with any students from Year 2 who are turning 8 this year will compete at
the carnival. All other Infants children will be participating in their own Infants Carnival in Term 3.
●
●
●

Supervision for students competing in the 800m race will commence at 8:30am.
All other children leaving from school will begin walking down to the oval after roll call at
9am.
House Colour assembly and announcements will take place at Gooden Reserve from
9:15am for a 9:30am start.

Children are required to:
●
●
●
●

Wear full sport uniform (children may substitute their school sport shirt with a T-shirt in their house
colour)
Wear school hat
Bring plenty of water
Bring morning tea and lunch in a labelled plastic bag, inside a small backpack.

Please do not forget to apply sunscreen to your child in the morning and send some with them for
re-application during the day.
Parents helping on the day are to meet at the recording table at 8:15am for a briefing on their
role. Parent helpers please be prepared to provide evidence of vaccination status on the day.
All other parents and visitors are asked to remain on the hill and netball courts for the duration
of the carnival to minimise interruptions and distractions to the students, and provide adequate
space for the events to be held.
In case of rain or poor weather, a Skoolbag message will be sent to all families by 8am on the morning of
the carnival.
If you would like to nominate your child to attend the Zone or Diocesan Athletics Carnivals in
Shot Put, High Jump and/or Discus please submit their Little Athletics Achievement Records for
these events to the school office by 17 June 2022.
We look forward to a fun-filled day!
Miss Amber Paul
Sports Leader

PBS4L
St Pauls’ PBS4L (Positive Behaviour Support for Learning) Framework focuses
on recognising positive behaviours. Teachers have continued handing out paw
cards on the playground to recognise students who are following the school
expectations. The childrens’ stamp charts, which are found in their learning
spaces, are also utilised to acknowledge when they display the qualities of a
safe, respectful learner. At St Paul’s, all staff provide instant feedback on the
choices children make and encourage them to feel safe and supported within
our community.
Throughout Week Five, the PBS4L focus was to ‘do our best in everything we
do’. Year Five have worked hard to actively engage in all learning tasks and
work collaboratively with their peers. Year One have been practising their
active listening skills when participating in the Mini Writers’ Festival. Well done
to everyone for striving to do their best in everything they do!
Miss Amelia Lezon
PBS4L Lead Teacher

General School Information
REMINDER - NO DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
It has come to our attention that some families are bringing their dogs on to school
grounds at drop off and pick up times. While we all love our beautiful furry friends, it
is not permissible to bring a dog onto school grounds -

‘Under the Companion Animals Act 1998 (NSW), Section 14, dogs are
prohibited on school grounds unless the Principal grants permission.’
We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this matter.

ATTENDANCE
What if my child has to be away from school?
If your child has to be absent from school, you must tell the school and provide a reason for your child’s
absence. Explaining an absence is a legal requirement. To explain an absence parents and carers may:
● send a note or email to the school
● telephone the school or use the Skoolbag App.
Children need to arrive at school and class on time. Lateness to school or leaving early from school must be
recorded as a partial absence.

Early collection of children from school
If there is a need to collect your child early from school, please send a note to the classroom teacher in the
morning or email winstonhills@parra.catholic.edu.au. Parents are not permitted to go directly to classrooms
or other areas to collect their children. Recess is from 10:55am - 11:25am and Lunch is from 1:25pm 2:15pm. If you are collecting your children around Recess and Lunch, we suggest you arrive at the school
prior to or after the Recess and Lunch times. Please allow plenty of time as it will take a few minutes to
contact your child, have them pack their bag and walk to the school office to meet you.

Taking leave for family holidays during the school term
Government regulations require you to seek leave approval from the school for holidays of 5 days or more
prior to your journey. Contact the school office for an Application for Extended Leave (L) - Travel
Leave—From A.1. This form is also available on our website.

Work, Health and Safety
WHS is a whole school responsibility - if you see something that you deem unsafe, or causes you concern,
please let us know immediately. Help us to keep everyone safe.

Complaints Handling
St Paul the Apostle Primary School has written protocols in place to address complaints and grievances.
These protocols are in line with the CEDP Complaint Handling Policy. A copy of this policy is available on the
Catholic Education Office website.
From time to time incidents occur involving one or more children. The school deals with these matters
internally following our policies and procedures. If necessary, parents are contacted. At St Paul the Apostle
Primary School we are proactive in this area and aim to always address all matters and follow up
appropriately. If any parent has a complaint or a concern about any issues impacting on their child, they
need to make contact with the class teacher in the first instance. We also have Leaders of Learning who are
available to assist in resolving the complaint. If the matter is not resolved the Assistant Principal/Principal
should be contacted. At no time should an adult approach or reprimand a student at this school
(excluding their own child) for any reason or under any circumstances. At all times, when dealing
with student conflicts, the school will adhere to the policy of procedural fairness. When a situation of conflict
arises, the situation will be dealt with promptly and with fairness and impartiality. This means that the school
will provide a safe and respectful environment where all members of the community feel confident and
comfortable to speak.

COVID 19 Updates

Under the latest public health advice, testing and isolation are no longer mandatory after being exposed to
someone with COVID-19 in school settings. However, we recommend that you consider the information
provided by NSW Health about exposure to COVID-19 when making decisions for you and your family.
Students and staff cannot attend school if they are showing any symptoms of COVID-19. These include
fever, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of smell/taste, muscle/joint pains, diarrhoea,
nausea/vomiting, extreme tiredness, unexplained chest pain or conjunctivitis (eye infection).
If symptoms occur at any time, your child should undertake a rapid antigen test (RAT). If the RAT is
positive, your child should isolate as someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. If you cannot access a
RAT, you can attend a PCR (nose and throat swab) testing clinic. You must register any positive test on the
Service NSW website or Service NSW app so that you can be linked to important health care support and
advice. Please ensure that you select your school name when prompted if you are registering a positive test
for your child.
We really appreciate your support of our COVID-safe measures at school and will continue to keep you
updated.

Building Child Safe Communities Training for Volunteers
In Catholic Education Diocese Parramatta (CEDP), we see parents and carers as partners in your child's
learning journey. Parents and carers are encouraged to become involved in our schools in many important
ways such as supporting classroom learning, being part of advisory groups, mentoring programs, coaching
sporting teams and supporting other extra-curricular activities, canteen support and other kinds of help.
A range of checks and undertakings are required for people who work for or provide services to CEDP. These
checks reduce potential risk and form part of our strategy to build child safe communities.

The CEDP Building Child Safe Communities form and online training module is the training that all
volunteers are required to complete.
The purpose of this training is to inform you of the standards of behaviour and other requirements that must
be adhered to when volunteering for CEDP.
The undertaking should take no more than 5 minutes to complete and the training module approximately 10
minutes. Once the form and training modules are submitted, an automated email will be sent to you within
two business days to confirm the status of your submission.
The undertaking form will expire within two years or when your Working With Children Check expires (if
applicable), whichever is sooner. At that time you will need to complete the undertaking form and training
module again. You will receive an automatic reminder email when this occurs.
Further information on the new online form and training module can be found at www.parra.catholic.edu.au
and clicking on about us/building child safe communities. Within the form you will also find help sheets
and a video tutorial to assist you.

2022 School Terms & Important Dates
Term 1

Friday 28 January - Friday 8 April

Term 2

Tuesday 26 April to Friday 1 July

Term 3

Monday 18 July to Thursday 22 September

Term 4

Monday 10 October to Friday 16 December

Awards
St Paul Award

Student of the Week

KA

Jacinta T

Raphael A

KM

Thomas R

Adaliya F

1A

Avabel E

Celia J

1M

Grace S

Freddy B

2A

Michael S

Savannah G

2M

Madeleine C

Jayson B

3A

Sarah M

Joel S

3M

Micah N

Nathanael S

4A

Scarlett T

Peter K

4M

Kayla F

Adele V

5A

Felicity C

Brandon S

5M

Annabelle G

Harry M

6A

Jacob K

Gabriel S

6M

Elias K

Liam V

