St Paul’s Post
At St Paul’s we are Safe, Respectful, Learners

From the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,
A very warm welcome to Term 2. I hope that you all had a Happy and Holy Easter. The children have settled
into their learning routines beautifully and have really enjoyed exploring the newly developed areas of the
playground.
As COVID restrictions continue to ease, it’s been wonderful to welcome back our community in a COVID safe
way. Last week, we celebrated Jesus’ joyous resurrection at a special prayer assembly and this week we held
a special prayer service to commemorate ANZAC Day. It was lovely to see so many parents and family
members join us for these assemblies. We will continue to develop our COVID Safe plan and respond to any
changes in restrictions as they arise. Thank you for working with us to keep everyone safe.
As part of our ongoing commitment to working in partnership with parents, we would like to offer an
optional short survey to gain insights and information to assist with our planning for the remainder of the
year. So, if you have a couple of minutes to answer some questions about what and how you would like to
receive information regarding school events, your child's learning, parent meetings and
parent information sessions, I would love to hear from you. The survey can be found at
https://forms.gle/a1d6hXWkXuTJPUZS7 and will be available until Monday 10th May.
Mother’s Day Celebrations - Friday 7th May at 2pm in the COLA.
Parents are welcome to join us for our special Mother’s Day Mass on Friday 7 May at 2pm.
Invitations were sent home with the children yesterday. Unfortunately, due to current
COVID restrictions, having visitors in the classrooms would be above the per square metre
rule. Our very generous P&F are organising a Mother’s Day Stall for next week. Details
will come home via Skoolbag.
Peace and Joy
Mrs Megan Baird
Principal

From the Assistant Principal
Australian Early Development Census (AEDC)
Between May and July this year, our school will be taking part in the Australian Early Development Census
(AEDC). This is a nationwide census/survey of early childhood development held once every three years. The
AEDC is an Australian Government initiative run by the Department of Education, Skills and Employment and
includes all children in their first year of full-time school. The AEDC provides vital information to
communities about how children are developing in the crucial early years. AEDC data is relied upon by
schools, early childhood organisations, researchers and government to inform planning and improve services
and support for children and families. The AEDC Instrument is completed by teachers about children in their
first year of full-time school. The AEDC is voluntary and is not a school test. The information collected gives
a picture of how children are developing before they start school in five key areas or domains. It shows what
is being done well, and what can be improved. This is why it is important for all children in their first year of
full-time school to be included in the AEDC. To find out more about the AEDC, please read the frequently
asked questions section on the AEDC website at https://www.aedc.gov.au/parents/faqs or phone 1800
092 548.

Volunteering at school
Last week we welcomed parent helpers/volunteers back to school to assist with Cross Country, as always we
are very grateful for your assistance. Just a reminder, that if you would like to volunteer at school it is an
essential requirement that you complete the Building Child Safe Communities module via the Catholic
Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) website www.parra.catholic.edu.au (Further information can be
found under General Information, later in the newsletter). You will not be able to volunteer without your
Building Child Safe Communities Number so please complete this as soon as possible. Please note that this
must be complete at least 48 hours prior to you volunteering.
Regards
Jane Misek
Assistant Principal

RE Learning
Congratulations! Thank you for your donations
During the time of Lent the school participated in collecting money for Project compassion. Together we
collected $424.35 for Caritas Australia. We also had a mufti day to support St Vincent de Paul’s flood appeal.
As a community we raised $1272.35 to support the families affected by the floods.
Year 4 Reconciliation Program
Over the next 2 weekends Year 4 students from our school are joining the parish children to make their First
Reconciliation. This program was postponed from 2021 due to COVID restrictions and guidelines. Please join
with us and pray for them as they continue their sacramental program and prepare to ask God for
forgiveness.

Lovin Go ,
help u t teac our childre tha yo lov u totall an unconditionall .
Help u t encourag our childre t grow i lov an t lear
how t sa sorr , knowin tha yo alway forgiv .
Giv u th courag t pra wit our childre an t shar our fait wit the a w journe together.
W as thi throug Chris our Lor , Ame .
Mini Vinnie Team News
The Mini Vinnie team have brainstormed and planned activities for the year. They have presented their ideas
to Mrs Baird and Mrs Misek, who supported these ideas and explored appropriate dates in the school
calendar. Please find attached a list of the events the Mini Vinnie team would like you to support as they
raise awareness and fundraise for people who are less fortunate than ourselves. Click for list

Dance for Sick Kids - 21 May, 2021
The next fundraiser the Mini Vinnie team are
preparing for is Dance for sick kids on Friday 21
May 2021. The Mini Vinnie team is asking for
students to take part in the Dance for Sick Kids
and donate a gold coin. All the money raised will
be going to Ronald McDonald House Charities to
support sick children and their families.
On Friday 21 May, each grade will take part in
some dance lessons with their teachers. We will gather together as a school community to perform a dance
together and endeavour to post this performance on our Facebook page. We thank you in advance for
supporting our fundraising for sick children and their families and having fun dancing together.
More information will be sent out on Skoolbag closer to the date.

Please join us to celebrate Mother’s Day
together. Preregister on:

https://forms.gle/YEY5gQePiH34SrTUA
We encourage you to bring a seat to the COLA.

Johra Brackenbury
Religious Education Coordinator

Inquiry Learning
This term, students have a new driving question they will be investigating during Inquiry Learning. Early
Stage 1, Stage 1 and Stage 2 students are all engaging in a Science inquiry this term. Students in Stage 3
are exploring a History inquiry. The driving questions each stage will focus on this term are listed below.
Driving Questions across the School
Early Stage 1: What is it made of and how does it move?
Stage 1: How does the Earth change and provide for us?
Stage 2: How are environments and living things interdependent and why have food technologies and
techniques been created to produce healthy foods?
Stage 3: What do we know about the lives of people in Australia's colonial past and how do we know?

Inquiry in Kindy!
In Kindergarten, we have been busy diving into our inquiry: What is it made of and how does it move?
Kindergarten have recently received a message from their class reading buddies requesting a comfortable
mode of transport to move around in. They have been busy learning about the physical characteristics of
objects and the effects of these on how they move. Kindergarten have started planning and conducting
investigations around force and motion and have looked at some properties of different materials.
Kindergarten are looking forward to using their new knowledge to design a comfortable mode of transport for
the class reading buddies later this term!

Julie Hooper

Leader of Learning

Numeracy Learning
Children are straight back into their learning in Term Two and are highly engaged in their rich Mathematics
tasks which are yet again challenging them. Year One and Year Three have provided a brief snapshot into
their learning in Mathematics.
Year One Division Task
Year One has investigated division and the splitting of whole numbers into smaller groups, with remainders
(left overs). As you can see, children have used pictures and concrete materials to work on their rich task of
dividing 22 cookies between visiting friends.

Year Three Multiplication
This term, Year 3 has begun the term with a focused inquiry into Multiplicative Thinking. In the task below,
children were asked to imagine a chocolate box could hold 24 chocolates. How many different ways could a
chocolate box be arranged to package 24 chocolates? Children were able to co-construct this anchor chart to
support their learning, and use concrete materials such as counters to help reimagine their solutions. Maybe
you may like to have a go at the task yourself. What are your solutions to this problem? Can you prove you
have all possible solutions?

Liz Sargent
Leader of Learning

Literacy Learning
Welcome Mrs Kim Platts to St Paul’s
Mrs Kim Platts, Teacher Educator - Literacy CEDP,
this week worked with teachers in the Year One
learning space. The children participated in ‘Author’s
Chair‘ a special chair designated for students to read
their writing aloud to the class. Students read their
writing to their peers and received positive feedback
and support as well as ideas and suggestions for
improvement. The children enjoyed learning how to
give and receive feedback and wrote some fabulous pieces of writing. The students in Year One will continue
‘Author’s Chair‘ next week as feedback is the most powerful tool for improving student learning.
Michelle Brett
Leader of Learning

General School Information
Staffing Update
This term we welcome to the St Paul’s Community, Mr David Bonnar as our Groundsperson. Welcome
Mr Bonnar!
During the holidays, Mrs Honda made the decision to resign from St Paul’s to take up a full time
position teaching Japanese in a High School. Mrs Honda’s last day at St Paul’s will be next Thursday.
We are currently in the process of recruiting a new teacher of Japanese.
Mrs Amy Shelton will begin her parental leave on Friday 21 May. We wish Mrs Shelton and her
husband, Dean every blessing for the safe arrival of their baby.

●
●
●

School Fees
School Fees are now due for payment. Thank you to those families who have already paid. If you need
assistance with setting up a payment plan, please contact Berna Robson in the office by phoning 8841 3800
or emailing her at brobson1@parra.catholic.edu.au

Changeover into Winter Uniform Monday 10 May 2021
Children may continue to wear their summer uniform for the first three weeks of Term 2. However, if the
weather turns cold before Monday 10 May, children may wear their winter uniform. Children must either
wear their full summer uniform or full winter uniform on these hot or cold days until 10 May. From Monday
10 May, all children are expected to wear their full winter uniform. Please label all items clearly,
especially hats and jackets. Children are responsible for their own belongings. Lost property is placed in a
tub in the Undercroft.

Sport Days - Term 2, 2021
Kindy
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

-

Monday and Wednesday
Tuesday and Thursday
Monday and Wednesday
Thursday and Friday
Tuesday and Wednesday

Year 5 - Monday and Thursday
Year 6 - Tuesday and Friday

Term 2 Overviews
Term 2 Curriculum Overviews will be sent home via Skoolbag on Monday.

Premiers Reading Challenge
There is still plenty of time to start the challenge. Please visit the Reading Challenge website
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html Usernames and passwords are available from class teachers or
emailing the school winstonhills@parra.catholic.edu.au. We encourage every child to enter the challenge.
Congratulations to the following students who have recently completed the Premiers Reading Challenge. Eve
K, Marc K (Kindy), Evelyn H, Isabella O, (Year 3), Grace B, Austin C (Year 4), Olive A, Joseph N, and Jack O
(Year 6).

Book Club
Scholastic Book Club Order forms for Term 2 were sent home this week. This issue will be due back to
school on Monday, 3 May. Online ordering via LOOP will also close at midnight Monday, 3 May.
A reminder that we will no longer be accepting cash as payment for these orders. If using the online
ordering system there is no need for you to return the order form.
Please note there is definitely NO OBLIGATION to purchase any books.

Complaints Handling
The CEDP Managing Complaints policy is available on the CEDP website and here.
Building Child Safe Communities - Volunteer Undertaking
All Volunteers will need to submit a new Undertaking in
the new system.
CEDP has launched a new Building Child Safe Communities form and
online training module that all volunteers are required to complete.
The purpose of this training is to inform you of the standards of
behaviour and other requirements that must be adhered to when
volunteering for CEDP. The undertaking should take no more than 5
minutes to complete and the training module approximately 10
minutes. Once the form and training modules are submitted, an automated email will be sent to you within
two business days to confirm the status of your submission.
The undertaking form will expire within two years or when your Working With Children Check expires (if
applicable), whichever is sooner. At that time you will need to complete the undertaking form and training
module again. You will receive an automatic reminder email when this occurs.
Further information on the new online form and training module can be found at www.parra.catholic.edu.au
and clicking on about us/building child safe communities. Within the form you will also find help sheets and a
video tutorial to assist you.
Thank you in advance for your support.
No Dogs on School Grounds
Just a reminder that dogs are not allowed on school grounds at any time without
specific approval, in writing, from the principal. Guide dogs and assistance dogs are
given favourable consideration. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in
keeping our children safe at all times.

2021 School Dates
Term dates for 2021 for students
Term 2 - Monday 19 April to Friday 25 June
Term 3 - Monday 12 July to Thursday 16 September
Term 4 - Tuesday 5 October to Wednesday 15 December

Staff Development Days
Each year schools are allocated 6 days for professional learning. These days are used to improve the skills of our teachers,
school leaders and school support staff. The opportunity for all staff to be involved in whole school planning and quality
professional learning helps to enhance outcomes for our students.
Our Staff Development Days for 2021 are listed below. There will be no supervision at school on these days.

Staff Development Days 2021 - No children at School
Term 2

Friday 11 June

Term 3

Friday 17 September

Term 4

Thursday 16 & Friday 17 December

COVID19
Our staff continue to be vigilant with monitoring and acting regarding children who appear to be
unwell. Please keep your child at home if you think they are sick, runny nose, cough, headache etc
If a child presents as unwell at school, they will be isolated from other children and staff in the
sick bay or an area of the office. Parents will be contacted to collect their child immediately. You
are asked to take your child for a COVID19 test and your child should remain at home until a
negative COVID test is received and sent through to the school office . We understand that this
may be difficult but it is in the best interests of the school community as a whole.

Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday to all those who celebrated their birthdays recently and who are celebrating in the
next few weeks…..
Joshua E-K, Isaac H, Savannah N, Chase F, Benjamin S, Kleo H, Mikaela K, Bradley R, Marcus C, Jayson B, Banjo D

St Paul Award

Student of the Week

KG

Isabella L

Ashton T

KM

Isabella T

Abigail D

1A

Archie H

Sofia D

1I

Jacob J

Chelsea B

2D

Jamie P

Oliver N

2L

Olivia H

Michael M

3L

Kaya A

Julian F

3P

Sarah W

Elijah D

4H

Nick C

Lucy C

4PH

Frankie S

Emma R.

5H

Mary

Leila

5L

Jessica

Frankie

6R

Chelsea S

Emily W

6LS

Rebecca

Kleo

