
     St   Paul’s   Post     

At   St   Paul’s   we   are   Safe,   Respectful,   Learners 
  

From   the   Principal   
  

Dear   Parents   and   Carers,     
  

Today   we   remembered   Saints   Peter   and   Paul   and   celebrated   our   school   Feast   Day.   Saints   Peter   and   Paul   
shaped   the   church   in   its   early   years.   Peter   was   given   his   name   by   Jesus   and   his   name   means   ‘rock’   or   
‘stone’.   This   had   great   meaning   to   the   people   of   Judea,   who   could   look   around   and   see   solid   rock   formations   
on   one   side,   and   on   the   other   side,   shifting   sand   dunes   blown   by   every   wind.   In   Peter,   Jesus   gave   the   church   
a   solid   leader.   Paul   first   tried   to   stop   the   spread   of   the   gospel   by   putting   Christians   into   prison.   Then,   in   a   
vision,   he   learned   that   Jesus   was   the   Messiah,   and   those   who   harmed   his   followers,   harmed   Jesus.   Paul   
spent   the   rest   of   his   life   spreading   the   gospel   of   Jesus.   We   pray   that   we   may   have   strong   faith   like   Peter   and   
Paul   and   be   God’s   messengers   of   hope   in   the   world.   
  

Alleluia,   alleluia!   
You   are   Peter,   the   rock   on   which   I   will   build   my   Church;   
the   gates   of   hell   will   not   hold   out   against   it.   
Alleluia!   
Mt   16:18   
  

Working   in   Partnership   with   you   
We   appreciate   and   thank   you   for   your   attendance   at   the   student/parent/teacher   conferences   this   week   and   
for   your   understanding   and   support   as   we   made   some   very   quick   changes   to   Zoom.   Parents   and   teachers   
are   crucial   to   the   wellbeing   and   development   of   our   children   and   we   must   always   work   together   to   make   the   
most   of   children’s   learning   and   to   nurture   their   strengths.   Thank   you   to   our   dedicated   staff   for   giving   so   
generously   of   their   time   to   meet   with   you   this   week.   If   you   require   a   follow   up   meeting,   you   are   welcome   to   
contact   the   school   office   to   arrange   a   mutually   convenient   time.   
  

Thank   you   also   to   the   parents   who   recently   completed   the   Diocesan   ‘Tell   Them   From   Me’   survey.   We   look   
forward   to   seeing   the   data   generated   from   this   survey   in   order   to   provide   the   best   possible   Catholic   
education   for   your   child   and   to   better   support   you   as   the   primary   educators   of   your   children.   As   always,   
please   feel   free   to   contact   your   child’s   class   teacher,   one   of   our   Leaders   of   Learning,   Mrs   Johra   Brackenbury,   
our   Religious   Education   Coordinator,   Mrs   Elizabeth   Sargent   or   Mrs   Michelle   Brett,   Leaders   of   Learning,   Mrs   
Misek,   or   myself   if   there   is   anything   that   we   can   do   to   support   you   or   your   child.     
  

Assemblies   in   Term   3   
Next   term,   we   had   planned   to   welcome   back   our   Friday   fortnightly   assemblies   in   a   modified,   yet   COVID   safe   
way.   If   restrictions   ease,   our   plans   are   that   each   fortnight,   the   parents   of   children   in   the   grade   “hosting”   the   
assembly   will   be   invited   to   attend   our   assembly.   The   dates   and   grades   for   the   assemblies   will   be   published   
on   Skoolbag   early   in   Term   3.   If   restrictions   continue   to   change,   we   will   modify   our   plans   accordingly.   
  

Have   a   wonderful   holiday   and   we   look   forward   to   seeing   you   all   back   for   Term   3.   Stay   safe   and   well.   
  

Peace   and   Joy!   
Mrs   Megan   Baird   
Principal   
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

From   the   Assistant   Principal     

Thank   you   to   all   of   our   parents   and   carers   who   took   the   opportunity   to   meet   with   the   teachers   and   your   
children   over   this   past   week   to   discuss   the   learning   so   far   this   year   and   some   goals   for   future   learning.    If   
for   any   reason   you   were   unable   to   make   it   to   your   appointment,   please   contact   the   office   early   next   term   
and   we   will   reschedule   your   appointment.   

  



  
On   behalf   of   all   the   staff   I   would   like   to   take   this   opportunity   to   wish   all   of   our   children   and   their   families   a   
safe   and   relaxing   school   holiday.   While   many   of   you   will   still   be   at   work,   it   is   nice   to   have   a   break   from   the   
lunches   and   washing   of   uniforms   and   the   after   school   rush.     
  

Regards   
Jane   Misek   
Assistant   Principal   

  

  
  

RE   Learning   
Stage   2   has   been   completing   the   learning   cycle:   What   is   a   Sacrament?   
During   their   learning   they   inquired   into   the   seven   different   sacraments   and   the   difference   between   
Sacraments   and   Sacramentality.   
Sacramentality   is   seeing   the   presence   of   God   in   our   world.   This   can   be   experienced   through   prayer,   listening   
to   the   Gospel   message   or   simply   engaging   in   quiet   moments   in   our   world   to   communicate   with   God.    
  

Stage   Two   has   been   reflecting   on   what   Sacramentality   is   to   them   and   ways   they   can   experience   the   
presence   of   God   in   their   lives.   One   way   they   have   been   able   to   do   this   is   by   participating   in   Ignatian   
Imaginative   Prayer   and   reflecting   on   how   they   experience   the   presence   of   God   though   quiet   reflection.     
  

  
  

Johra   Brackenbury   
Religious   Education   Coordinator   

  
  

Inquiry   Learning   
Stage  Three  students  have  enjoyed  sharing  board  games  they  have  made  as  part               
of  their  historical  inquiry  this  term.  They  reflected  on  their  learning  about              
Australia’s  colonial  history  in  order  to  make  a  board  game  that  demonstrates  the               
events  and  experiences  of  people  living  within  the  colonial  period.  Students  also              
used  their  creative  and  collaborative  skills  to  design  and  create  their  games  in               
groups.  Each  group  has  enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  share  their  board  game  with               
their   peers.   

  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  

Julie   Hooper   
Leader   of   Learning   

  

  



  
Numeracy   Learning   
Our  EMU  in  the  Early  Years  students  have  been  hard  at  work  solving  complex  problems  based  on  our  Feast                     
Day  celebrations.  Lucas,  Clarissa  and  Maddison  were  asked  to  design  and  plan  for  29  balloons  being                  
bunched  into  equal  groups  on  our  stage.  They  soon  realised  29  was  a  tricky  number  to  use  as  it  could  not  be                        
evenly  divided.  Take  a  look  at  the  poster  we  have  made  together  highlighting  some  of  the  key  messages  I                     
have  explored  with  you  in  earlier  newsletters  regarding  rich,  meaningful,  challenging  tasks.  I  have  also                 
included  three  videos  where  these  clever  students  explain  the  problem,  develop  their  reasoning  skills  and                 
present  multiple  solutions-  all  of  which  are  ‘Working  Mathematically’  skills  that  should  be  embedded  across                 
all   Mathematics   lessons.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Maddison’s   summary   of   our   rich   task:    (hover   over   the   image   and   then   click)   
  

  

Lucas’   summary   of   our   problem:   

  

And   Clarissa’s   summary   of   our   solution:                      Liz   Sargent   -    Leader   of   Learning   

  
  
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iC24869otQlJoJO2Y3T0h8P-_WnHg1-i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OKwrXoMVvdkBjoUefS8wpdCpdsxqlpk2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HK5PyO6mUnwhZaD_9Mxw7lD8AW2rwPLW/view?usp=sharing


  
Literacy   Learning     

Every   Child,   Every   Day!   
At   our   recent   Staff   Development   Day,   the   staff   gathered   together   for   professional   
learning   about   “word   study”.   Quite   simply   it   is   the   study   of   words.   .   .   “in   all   kinds   
of   ways,   to   learn   how   words   work.    When   we   study   words,   we   think   about   spelling   
patterns,   but   we   also   think   about   the   meaning,   connections,   connotation,   usage,   
and   impact   of   these   words”.   (Pam   Koutrakos)   Our   teachers   and   teacher   assistants   
worked   with   our   school   leaders   of   learning   and   CEDP   Teacher   Educator,   Mrs   Kim   
Platts   to   identify   the   needs   of   each   grade.   In   Term   3,   our   teachers   have   planned   
activities   to   support   Word   Study   in   literacy   groups   to   meet   the   specific   needs   of   
our   students.   At   our   next   Parents   and   Friends   meeting,   in   Term   3   we   will   provide   
some   ways   in   which   you   can   also   help   your   child,   at   home,   with   Word   Study.   
Please   join   us   if   you   would   like   to   learn   more.     

  
Michelle   Brett   
Diversity   Leader   

  
General   School   Information   
  

From   the   School   Counsellor   
Last   year,   a   colleague   sent   me   a   link   to   the   ‘Grow   Your   Mind’   podcast   which   changed   the   way   I   teach   
students   about   emotions.   ‘Grow   Your   Mind’   was   created   by   primary   school   students   to   teach   others   about   
wellbeing.   The   first   episode   of   the   series   introduces   the   audience   to   four   animals   which   live   in   our   brain.   
Each   animal   is   a   personification   of   a   different   part   of   the   brain.   
    

The   Guard   Dog   (amygdala)   has   the   role   of   making   sure   that   we   are   safe   but   occasionally   makes   mistakes   by   
barking   when   there   is   no   danger.   The   Elephant   (hippocampus)   is   in   charge   of   helping   us   remember   things   
that   happened   recently   and   a   long   time   ago.   The   Sifting   Sooty   Tern   (reticular   activating   system)   is   in   charge   
of   filtering   out   distraction   when   we   need   to   stay   on   task   and   The   Wise   Owl   (prefrontal   cortex)   helps   us   to   
make   good   choices.   
    
Introducing   these   animals   to   students   helps   to   intellectualise   some   of   the   issues   they   face   at   school.   I   can   
reframe   anxiety   by   saying   “it   sounds   like   your   Guard   Dog   was   barking”   or   reframe   distraction   by   saying   “it   
sounds   like   your   Sifting   Sooty   has   gone   on   holiday!”.   The   animals   help   students   to   make   sense   of   their   own   
behaviour.   
    

These   school   holidays,   when   you   run   out   of   ideas   of   things   to   do   at   home,   I   would   encourage   you   to   listen   to   
the   free   podcast   ‘Grow   Your   Mind’.     

  

Emilie   Cangy   -   School   Counsellor   
  

Student   Supervision     
As   every   parent   and   carer   would   be   aware   it   is   a   priority   at   St   Paul’s   Primary   School   to   keep   every   child   safe.   
Staff   have   a   duty   of   care   to   supervise   children,   both   in   the   learning   space   and   on   the   playground.     
This  supervision  commences  at  8:25am  each  day  and  no  child  should  be  dropped  off  at  school                  
prior  to  this  time.  Similarly,  afternoon  supervision  of  children  concludes  at  3:45pm.  All  children                
must   be   collected   by   this   time.     
Of   course,   we   understand   that   there   are   emergencies   from   time   to   time   that   prevent   parents   from   collecting   
their   child   on   time.   Should   this   occur,   please   contact   the   office   by   phone   to   let   us   know   you’ll   be   running   a   
little   late.   Catholic   Out   of   School   Hours   Care   (COSHC)   is   available   for   parents   who   are   unable   to   have   their   
child   minded   prior   to   8:25   am   and   after   3:45pm.   Please   contact   COSHC   directly   to   arrange   supervision   if   you   
are   unable   to   meet   these   requirements.   
  

  
School   Uniform   
We   are   proud   of   our   public   image   and   our   school   uniform   further   adds   to   our   sense   of   unity   and   belonging   at   
St   Paul’s.    Parents   are   asked   to   support   the   school’s   uniform   policy,   ensuring   their   child’s   hair   is   neat   and   
tidy   and   that   they   wear   the   correct   uniform   to   school   each   day.     
  
  

School   Fees   
  

Term   2   School   Fees   are   now   due   for   payment.      Many   thanks   to   our   families   who   have   already   made   
their   payment.   For   those   who   have   not,   it   would   be   appreciated   if   you   could   settle   your   account   now.   If   you   
are   experiencing   any   financial   difficulty,   please   don't   hesitate   to   contact   Berna   Robson   at   the   school   office   to     

Early   collection   of   children   from   school     

If   there   is   a   need   to   collect   your   child   early   from   school,   please   send   a   note   to   the   classroom   teacher   in   the   
morning   or   email    winstonhills@parra.catholic.edu.au .   Parents   are   not   permitted   to   go   directly   to   classrooms   
or   other   areas   to   collect   their   children.   Recess   is   from   10:55am   -   11:25am   and   Lunch   is   from   1:25pm   -   

  

mailto:winstonhills@parra.catholic.edu.au


  
2:15pm.   If   you   are   collecting   your   children   around   Recess   and   Lunch,   we   suggest   you   arrive   at   the   school   
prior   to   or   after   the   Recess   and   Lunch   times.   Please   allow   plenty   of   time     as   it   will   take   a   few   minutes   to   
contact   your   child,   have   them   pack   their   bag   and   walk   to   the   school   office   to   meet   you.     
Taking   leave   for   family   holidays   during   the   school   term     
Government   regulations   require   you   to   seek   leave   approval   from   the   school   for   holidays   of   5   days   or   more   
prior   to   your   journey.   Contact   the   school   office   for   an   Application   for   Extended   Leave   (L)   -   Travel   
Leave—From   A.1   or   click    here    for   the   leave   form.   This   form   is   also   available   on   our   website.   

  

  

Complaints   Handling     -     Complaints   and   Grievances     
St   Paul   the   Apostle   Primary   School   has   written   protocols   in   place   to   address   complaints   and   grievances.   
These   protocols   are   in   line   with   the   CEDP   Complaint   Handling   Policy.   A   copy   of   this   policy   is   available   on   the   
Catholic   Education   Office   website.    www.parra.catholic.edu.au/policy-central   
From   time   to   time   incidents   occur   involving   one   or   more   children.   The   school   deals   with   these   matters   
internally   following   our   policies   and   procedures.   If   necessary,   parents   are   contacted.   At   St   Paul   the   Apostle   
Primary   School   we   are   proactive   in   this   area   and   aim   to   always   address   all   matters   and   follow   up   
appropriately.   If   any   parent   has   a   complaint   or   a   concern   about   any   issues   impacting   on   their   child,   they   
need   to   make   contact   with   the   class   teacher   in   the   first   instance.   We   also   have   Leaders   of   Learning   who   are   
available   to   assist   in   resolving   the   complaint.   If   the   matter   is   not   resolved   the   Assistant   Principal/Principal   
should   be   contacted.    At   no   time   should   an   adult   approach   or   reprimand   a   student   at   this   school   
(excluding   their   own   child)   for   any   reason   or   under   any   circumstances.    At   all   times,   when   dealing   
with   student   conflicts,   the   school   will   adhere   to   the   policy   of   procedural   fairness.   When   a   situation   of   conflict   
arises,   the   situation   will   be   dealt   with   promptly   and   with   fairness   and   impartiality.   This   means   that   the   
school   will   provide   a   safe   and   respectful   environment   where   all   members   of   the   community   feel   confident   
and   comfortable   to   speak.   
  

  

Work   Health   and   Safety   Reminders   

Just   a   reminder   
WHS   is   a   whole   school   responsibility   -   if   you   see   something   that   you   think   is   unsafe,   please   contact   the   
school   office   and   report   it   -   thank   you   for   your   cooperation.     

  

Holiday   security   
As   we   begin   our   holidays   we   encourage   our   community   to   call   the   Police   or   our   Security   Company   if   they   
notice   any   suspicious   activity.     Our   security   company   is   Securacore   and   their   number   is   1300   655   
009.   

  

Building   Child   Safe   Communities   -   Volunteer   Undertaking   
All   Volunteers   will   need   to   submit   a    new    Undertaking   in   the   
new   system.   
  

Volunteering   at   school   
Just   a   reminder,   that   if   you   would   like   to   volunteer   at   school   it   is   an    essential   
requirement     that   you   complete   the   Building   Child   Safe   Communities   module   
via   the   Catholic   Education   Diocese   of   Parramatta   (CEDP)   website   
www.parra.catholic.edu.au     You   will   not   be   able   to   volunteer   without   your   
Building   Child   Safe   Communities   Number   so   please   complete   this   as   soon   as   
possible.   Please   note   that   this   must   be   completed   at   least   48   hours   prior   to   you   volunteering.    The   purpose   
of   this   training   is   to   inform   you   of   the   standards   of   behaviour   and   other   requirements   that   must   be   adhered   
to   when   volunteering   for   CEDP.      The   undertaking   should   take   no   more   than   5   minutes   to   complete   and   the   
training   module   approximately   10   minutes.   Once   the   form   and   training   modules   are   submitted,   an   
automated   email   will   be   sent   to   you   within   two   business   days   to   confirm   the   status   of   your   submission.      The   
undertaking   form   will   expire   within   two   years   or   when   your   Working   With   Children   Check   expires   (if   
applicable),   whichever   is   sooner.   
  

2021   School   Dates   
  

Term   dates   for   2021   for   students     
  

Term   3   -   Monday   12   July   to   Thursday   16   September     
Term   4   -   Tuesday   5   October   to   Wednesday   15   December   

  
  

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JRMpyLNWmRixeQr2KQGywJpmltVL3F6LmZvAMG1JRhc/copy
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/policy-central
http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/


  
Staff   Development   Days     

  

Each   year   schools   are   allocated   6   days   for   professional   learning.   These   days   are   used   to   improve   the   skills   of   our   teachers,   
school   leaders   and   school   support   staff.   The   opportunity   for   all   staff   to   be   involved   in   whole   school   planning   and   quality   
professional   learning   helps   to   enhance   outcomes   for   our   students.   
  

Our   Staff   Development   Days   for   2021   are   listed   below.   There   will   be   no   supervision   at   school   on   these   days.   
  

COVID19   

Our   staff   continue   to   be   vigilant   with   monitoring   and   acting   regarding   children   who   appear   to   be   
unwell.   Please   keep   your   child   at   home   if   you   think   they   are   sick,   runny   nose,   cough,   headache   etc   
If   a   child   presents   as   unwell   at   school,   they   will   be   isolated   from   other   children   and   staff   in   the   sick   
bay   or   an   area   of   the   office.     Parents   will   be   contacted   to   collect   their   child   immediately.    You   are   
asked   to   take   your   child   for   a   COVID19   test   and   your   child   should   remain   at   home   until   a   negative   
COVID   test   is   received   and   sent   through   to   the   school   office   .    We   understand   that   this   may   be   
difficult   but   it   is   in   the   best   interests   of   the   school   community   as   a   whole.     

  
Happy   Birthday  
  

Happy   Birthday   to   all   those   who   celebrated   their   birthdays   recently   and   
who   are   celebrating   in   the   next   few   weeks…..      

  

  
  

Anders   S,   Ariana   F,   Olivia   K,   Amelia   F,   Joseph   N,   Andria   G,   Oscar   D,   
Isabella   A,   Thomas   B,   Olivia   S,   Nicholas   M,   Leandro   A,   Thomas   v,   
Mason   S,   Alice   S.   
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

PBS4L     
T h e   Positive   Learning   Behaviour   Support   for   Learning   framework   is   a   research   
based   and   proactive   school   wide   system   that   establishes   clear   behaviour   
expectations.   The   process   involves   explicitly   teaching   and   reteaching   students   
how   to   enact   positive   behaviours.   Our   aim   is   to   produce   positive   outcomes   for   
both   students   and   teachers   by   creating   positive   learning   environments.   This   
week   students   have   received   ‘Paws’   for   using   manners,   a   friendly   voice   and   kind   
words   on   the   playground.   This   links   back   to   our   school   expectations   of   being   
safe,   respectful   learners.   
  

Mrs   Michelle   Brett   and   Mrs   Liz   Sargent   
Leaders   of   Learning     

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Primary   Athletics   Carnival   will   now   take   place   on   Tuesday   
13   July,   weather   and   COVID   restrictions   permitting.   

  

Staff   Development   Days   2021   -   No   children   at   School   

Term   3   Friday   17   September   

Term   4   Thursday   16   &   Friday   17   December   


