St Paul’s Post
At St P

St Paul’s we are Safe, Respectful, Learners

From the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,
Next week, is the start of the season of Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday. This significant season in our church's liturgical
year is a time of reflection, penance and prayer as we prepare for the events of Holy Week and the celebration of Our Lord's
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. On Ash Wednesday, our foreheads are marked with ashes to remind us that life passes away
on earth. The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of last year. The ashes are blessed
with Holy Water and are scented by exposure to incense. While the ashes symbolize penance and contrition, they are also a
reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those who call on Him.
At both our Ash Wednesday Mass (Years 2 to 6) and in our class liturgies (for Kinder and Year 1) we will be reminded that
over the next forty days we are invited to be more loving and generous with our time, talents and material possessions, in
pursuit of making a difference in the lives of others. Let us reach out to others in our community and search for that face of
Christ in everyone. By doing this we are striving to make a difference in the lives of those we meet each day.

Catholic Schools Week 6 2 - 6 March, 2020

Monday 2 March begins Catholic Schools week. In Catholic Schools Week we celebrate the joyful and distinctive character of a
distinctive Catholic school. The week is designed to be a celebration for all those who have a stake in our school community,
students, staff, parents, families, priests and Parishioners. To celebrate Catholic Schools Week and to mark the 2020 School
Year, Mass will be held on March 6 @ 9:10am in the Church.
Also during Catholic Schools Week, on Tuesday 3 March we will be conducting our Open Day Tours for 2021 Kindergarten
families. The first tour will commence at 9:30am and a repeat session will begin at 2:00pm. Our Year 6 school leaders will
join Mrs Misek and I to lead each session. If you are interested and intend to join us, please register your interest via the
school office.
Research has proven that when teachers and students have goals that focus on learning (not just the doing) the impact for
student learning is high. During Catholic Schools Week (March 2 to 6), we invite you to our goal setting student-led
conferences. These short, sharp meetings (15mins) are an opportunity for your child to set and commit to learning goals and
we are looking forward to hearing from you and working with you in partnership. Details about how to book the student-led
conference were sent home this week.
Peace and Joy!
Mrs Megan Baird
Principal

From the Assistant Principal
Goal Setting Student led Conferences
This week you would have received a letter about booking in for a time
with your child (all students from Kindergarten to Year 6) and their
teacher for a student led conference. We encourage all families to take
the opportunity to work in partnership with us in setting learning goals for
our students.
At these meetings you will have a chance to hear from your child about
what they are learning. How he/she feels they are doing and how they
know.
By setting goals together all of us, parents, school and students can work collaboratively to think about how learning can
improve and what supports or strategies we can all provide to assist this learning.
I encourage you to take up this valuable opportunity.

St Paul’s P & F Family Fun Night - Tonight 5:30-8:00pm
All Welcome
We look forward to seeing you there!
A reminder that this is an Alcohol Free Event

PBS4L
As you would be aware over the last few years we have been working
with our students on a Positive Behaviour Support for Learning Program.
This program supports positive relationships throughout the school and
assists children with strategies to make good choices. During Catholic
Schools Week we will be officially launching this program and celebrating
the fact that we are Safe, Respectful and Learners at St Paul’s. The
children will take part in activities throughout the day within the
classroom to support this program and to learn more about what
working collaboratively looks like. Each child will also bring home a
fridge magnet in their house
colour as a reminder of our
expectations at St Pauls.
Jane Misek
Assistant Principal

Religious Education
Our School community took part in the Welcoming Ceremony on Friday 14 February,
2020 in the Church. This has been a tradition at St Pauls for a long time. Thank you to
all who joined us for this beautiful ceremony to welcome all new staff and students
into the family of St Paul’s.
The school will be organising, and Years 2 to 6 will be attending, the Ash Wednesday
Mass on 26 February 2020 at 9:10am in the Church. We would love if you could join
us to start the season of Lent together. Our Kindergarten and Year 1 students and
teachers will have a prayer liturgy in their classrooms after this mass and receive their
ashes.
Our School Leaders for 2020 will be presented with their badges following Mass.
Opening School Mass this year will be celebrated in Catholic Schools week. Many
events are happening this week but we will end the week of events sharing the
Eucharist together on Friday 6 March 2020 starting at 9:10am in the Church. We would love for you to join in
our celebration of Mass. These events are in our School Calendar.

Learning
2020 School Learning Goal
Over the last 2 months, the teachers and staff at St Paul’s have been carefully analysing the learning data from
2019. Our synthesis of this inquiry, of both learning data and classroom observations and experience, resulted
in six aspects that combine to create what we call Assessment-Capable Learners.
Students who are assessment capable:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Know their current level of understanding
Know where they’re going and are confident to take on the
challenge
Select tools to guide their learning
Seek feedback and recognise that errors are opportunities to
learn
Monitor their progress and adjust their learning
Recognise their learning and teach others

As a result of this, our learning goal this year is:
To build assessment capable learners who understand their
learning trajectory and are confident to take on challenge and
the opportunity to extend their learning.
Students will confidently be able to say and show:
●
●
●

I can name what I am learning about and where I need to go next.
I can take responsibility for my learning and challenge myself to extend my thinking.
I can use feedback to improve my learning.

Learning Fun in Kindy!
Our Kindergarten students have settled amazingly into school!
They have been involved in lots of learning fun with their
teachers, peers and Year 6 buddies. Kindergarten have enjoyed
many stories, had a go at writing, explored numbers, made
discoveries about their uniqueness, participated in prayer, created
artworks, sung songs, danced and all while learning new routines
and settling in to their new environment – what an achievement!

Year Six
Our Year 6 students are really enjoying their learning of Japanese. In Visual Arts we have been exploring Manga and
its features. Manga Art is a form of Japanese art used to draw comics and cartoons.
Year 6 students have created their own Manga characters and the results are amazing!

General School Information
Grounds update
As you may have seen our access ramp is coming along. This week, the concrete was poured and soon painting
will be completed and the railings will be installed. Once finalised, the builders intend to move to the back
playground to begin work on our Indigenous Dry Riverbed, upgrading the amphitheatre and re-imagining the
space where the playground equipment was located. The ramp from the road and to the admin block is
expected to begin soon also. Thank you all for your patience with these improvements.

Attendance
It is important for your child’s wellbeing and academic progress that they
attend school regularly, are on time for school, and complete each school day.
Children need to attend school every day from 8.55am until 3.15pm unless
illness prevents their attendance. Please ensure that appointments are made
outside of school hours in order to ensure that your child can maximise their
learning potential. Learning takes place from 8.55am until the final bell at
3.15pm. Being late, or taking your child early from school, particularly on a
regular basis, may hinder their personal, social and academic progress. This is
often reflected in school reports. Parents taking their children out of school on
a regular basis will be contacted by the Principal.
Should you need to take your child out of school early on an unavoidable occasion, a note should be sent in to
the class teacher. This will minimise the interruption to learning time for all students. Please avoid disruption to
teachers and students by arriving unexpectedly to pick up children without prior notice, except in the case of an
emergency.
Our Attendance rate to date is 87%
Families are discouraged from taking extra holidays during the school term. For extended absences from school
(less than 5 school days), (extra long weekends away or extended holidays), please notify your child’s teacher
at least six weeks prior to leaving.
For extended periods of absences (5 school days or more) an ‘Application for Extended Leave - Travel’ is
available from the school office and needs to be completed by you and returned to the school for the Principals’
approval, at least six weeks prior to travel commencing. Once approved, a Certificate of Leave will be issued.
Teachers will not provide work for students when families choose to take holidays during term time or when
children are sick and away from school. Although optional, during times of extended leave, our recommendation
is for the child to read daily and keep a journal while away.

Late Arrivers
If your child arrives at school at 8:55am or later, you MUST walk your child/children into
the school office to sign a ‘partial absence slip’.

Arrival of children in the morning and afternoon supervision
Each morning, staff are on duty for supervision of children from 8.25am. The gate closest
to our Administration will remain locked until 8:25am each day. Staff are on duty in the
afternoons until 3:45pm. All children (except those attending COSHC) are expected to be
collected prior to 3:45pm. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Reminder: Emails to staff
Whilst we recognise that email is a fast and convenient way to communicate with your child’s teacher, we wish
to remind you that teachers may read their emails at various times throughout the school day. Further, teachers
are generally not expected to respond to emails from parents and students outside of normal working hours. In
the case of a genuine emergency please contact the school office during business hours on 8841 3800.
If you wish to contact your child’s teacher, please continue to direct your emails to
winstonhills@parra.catholic.edu.au which will then be triaged, as per usual practice. We appreciate your
assistance and understanding. If you have any questions about the above please feel free to contact Mrs Gray
in the office on 8841 3800.

Calendar changes
Please note that, from time to time, there may be unavoidable circumstances that
may occur and dates advertised for events in our School and Parent calendar may
need to be changed. Every effort is made to give as much notice as possible when
changes occur. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause and thank you
in advance for your understanding.

School Volunteers at St Paul’s
All volunteers who would like to assist at the school in the classroom, on excursions or sporting events at St
Paul’s need to complete Steps 1 and 2 below as follows: Go to Parramatta CEDP website http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au
Click on Parents, go to Parent Involvement, click on Child Protection Course. You will then be directed to the
Catholic Education Office – Diocese of Parramatta website http://childprotection.parra.catholic.edu.au/home
Complete Steps 1 and 2 1) Step 1: Complete 'Building Child Safe Communities - Undertaking for Volunteers'
Form 2) Step 2: Complete the online training module (Updated content to be completed every two years) Once
you have successfully completed the training, an email will be sent to St Paul’s for our records. Unfortunately, if
you offer to assist and have not completed all the volunteer requirements, you will not be able to assist until
the volunteer requirements have been completed. All volunteers need to sign in at the school office. If you have
any questions regarding Volunteering at school, please contact the school office on 8841 3800.

Work Health and Safety Reminders
Emergency Procedures
As part of the compulsory component of our WHS Emergency Procedures, St Paul’s primary is required to have
several Evacuations and Lockdowns drills throughout the year. In the last couple of weeks we have had a fire
drill and lockdown. Prior to these drills, the teachers explained to the students what to do during an evacuation
and what it sounds like. We have encouraged the students to be calm, prompt and safe and we are so proud of
the way they responded during our practises.

Car Park Safety
Our parish car park is a privilege to use and we are very lucky to have it as an option for before and after
school use.
If you are collecting your child/ren by car, please park your car in the designated car spaces. Over the past few
weeks, a number of our community members have been parking in spaces specifically designated for those with
a disability. This is not appropriate or compassionate.
Also, a small number of cars are “double-parking” making it extremely difficult and dangerous for our
community. Should a member of staff ask you to move on or make a better choice, we do expect that you will
follow their instructions courteously and respectfully. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Sport Days - Term 1
Students will need to wear sport uniform on Mondays and the following days:
Kindy - Wednesday
Year 1 - Tuesday
Year 2 - Thursday
Year 3 - Tuesday
Year 4 - Thursday
Year 5 - Thursday
Year 6 - Tuesday

Staff Development Days for 2020

Students will not attend school on the following dates and we ask
that you make alternative arrangements. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
●
●
●
●

Friday July 3rd
Friday September 25th
Thursday December 17th
Friday December 18th

Please see notes attached Lent Calendar 2020 - Daily Lenten Activities for Families
Happy Birthday to all those celebrating their birthdays in the
next few weeks…..
Olive M, Christopher D, Steven C, Sarah S, Bryce F, Samuel H, Kelly D, Lucia
M, Blake B, Siarra B, Amelia M, Annabelle N, Jacinta K

