St Paul’s Post
At St Paul’s we are Safe, Respectful, Learners

From the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,
When a child receives the Sacrament of Confirmation, they are offered the opportunity
to become full members of the Catholic Community. On their Confirmation Day they
will confirm their commitment to the promises you made on their behalf at their
Baptism. Confirmation is the third and final Rite of Christian Initiation and is the
Sacrament in which the candidate receives the fullness of the Holy Spirit given to him
or her at Baptism. You stood before the community and said ‘yes’ for them at their
Baptism; now they say ‘yes’ to God for themselves. Last night I had the privilege of
attending St Paul’s Church and witnessing some of our students receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit, a true blessing.
Thank you to our Parish Sacramental team and their teachers for preparing the children for this important
sacrament. Thank you also to Fr Raning and Fr Marcus for guiding our faith filled community with
compassion.
Peace and Joy
Mrs Megan Baird
Principal

From the Assistant Principal
What's one gift that everyone in the world needs right now?
It can make you happier, provide joy to those around you and improve your health.
You don’t even have to wait for the holidays to give it.
The gift is KINDNESS.
This has been a tough parenting year. For most adults it's been challenging but when
you add the extra difficulty of helping children and young people navigate this year
you'd be forgiven for feeling like you've had enough. Often we hear that the best
parenting strategies rely on us modelling the way we would hope our children might
act in a difficult situation. This is a little scary as it means we need to be the adults
that we want our kids to become all the time. There is great power in kids watching
us practice how we manage hardships, frustrations and difficulties. Whether we use
self kindness, or self put downs, either will leave an impression on our kids. Not only
do they see how we react when we stumble or make mistakes but we are giving
them permission to act in the same ways.
It's hard to be self kind. If you're a goal orientated type of person, highly
judgemental or someone who just likes to get things done, then self kindness can be
difficult to befriend. It goes against the grain to laugh at your mistakes or miss a deadline even though we
know it won't be the end of the world.
Giving a child or young person insight into your thinking is a powerful parenting strategy. Sharing your
struggles and mess ups with kids in age appropriate ways shows them that sometimes we are vulnerable too
and promotes empathy. It takes courage to share a comment such as “I keep putting myself down which is
not helpful - I've got to talk to myself as if I'm talking to someone I love”.
Self-kindness means acting compassionately towards yourself when you are struggling to meet your own
expectations or you have met with failure, or even when you are just busy with the daily pressures of being
a parent. It's time to just drop the stiff upper lip, put aside the strict schedule and stop berating yourself.
Instead say to yourself. “This is really tough right now. How can I take some comfort and look after
myself?” This is a powerful message worth modelling, particularly if you are living with a perfectionist or a
child with tendencies towards anxiety.
As we head towards Christmas and a time when hopefully things will slow down a little let's all make a pact
to give ourselves the gift of self kindness.
Regards
Jane Misek
Assistant Principal

Religious Education
Mini Vinnie Christmas Appeal Mufti Day - Tuesday 1 December
This year it is ‘A Christmas like
no other’ as the impact of
COVID 19 has affected many of
the families in our area. To
support these families in need
the Mini Vinnie team have
organised a Mufti day to raise
money for St Vincent de Paul.
This will be our major
fundraising event for St Vincent
de Paul for this year. The money
will be sent to St Vincent de
Paul to assist families with bills,
food and purchasing of
christmas gifts.
On Tuesday 1 December
2020 the staff and students
are participating in the Mini
Vinnie Christmas Mufti Day
for St Vincent de Paul. For
the privilege of wearing mufti,
with a summer or christmas
theme, we ask for a gold coin
donation or a fold (note)
donation. This will be collected
on the day. Please ensure that
all children have appropriate
footwear for the day (no thongs please.)
Mrs Johra Brackenbury
Religious Education Coordinator

Literacy Learning
Writing for a real purpose and audience!
Writing for an authentic audience motivates students to do their best work, reinforces that writing style
should be dependent on the audience, provides a practical reason to revise and edit work, allows students to
share their ideas with others and creates a sense of pride as students see the impact of their writing in
public spaces.
Year One have been writing letters to Santa that will be posted in a special box when they are finished being
perfected so that Santa can read and understand them.
Year Six have been drafting and publishing their letters to the residents of Woodberry Village.
Mrs Margaret Ferguson
Leader of Learning

Mathematics Learning

In Year Four, we have been creating original ice cream flavours and surveying one another on preferred
flavour. The collected data was then used to create graphs to display data.

In Year One, we have been looking at the relationships of numbers and developing efficient strategies to
organise and find the total of a collection of objects.
Mrs Kieran Jackson
Leader of Learning

Inquiry learning
Year 5 have been researching Australia’s Global Connections. They have been discovering the ways we are
connected to other countries and the significance of these connections.

Year 2 have been exploring mixtures and the
properties of materials to determine how they can be
used.

Year 3 have been
investigating contact
and non contact forces,
particularly friction, to
understand and explain
how things work.
Mrs Julie Hooper
Leader of Learning

Year 4 Religion
Year Four are preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas. Together the children have created a
kindness countdown. Each day the Year 4 children open a box to find an act of service that they have
suggested to be their focus for the day.

PBS4L
Paw Token Update
When students demonstrate a safe, respectful or learner behaviour on the playground they may receive a
paw token to acknowledge this positive behaviour. These tokens are placed in a coloured letterbox.

Red
184

Blue
186

Yellow
190

Green
236

Well done Green for leading the count in Week 6!

General School Information
School Fees
Thank you to those families who have paid their school fees in full for 2020. It is greatly appreciated
considering the year we have experienced.
The office will complete the financial end of year shutdown on Wednesday 16 December so we respectfully
ask if you can finalise all payments by Tuesday 15 December. Final payments can be made prior to this
date at the office or through electronic banking and should you wish to pay them sooner than the due date,
we would be grateful for your cooperation with this.
If you are experiencing any financial difficulties and have not made contact with the office, please do so now
by emailing Berna Robson at brobson1@parra.catholic.edu.au. Alternatively, please call the office to arrange
an appointment to speak with Mrs Baird.

COVID Negative Test Results
Parents are reminded that if children have been absent from school due to cold or flu like symptoms such as
a temperature, runny nose, sore throat or cough they need to be taken for a COVID test and that a Negative
Test result must be presented to the school BEFORE the child returns to school. Thank you for continuing to
follow these guidelines so that we can continue to keep the St Paul’s school community healthy.

We need your help! Library Books and Class Readers
It's that time of year! Please start looking for those missing library books and
Class Readers. Check under the bed, in the car, or maybe at the Grandparents.
Check the bookshelf and your school bag. Please return all library books and
class readers to school ASAP. These books are expensive to replace and we
appreciate your support and help with this request.

Attendance
Just a reminder, if your child is absent from school, it is a requirement by Law that the absence is explained.
You may do this by using the Skoolbag App, by sending a note when your child returns to school or ringing
the school office. If the absence is not explained within 7 days it will go on your child’s record as
unexplained. Thank you for your cooperation.

Staff Development Days 2020 - Reminder
The term will end for students on Wednesday 16 December. COSHC will be UNAVAILABLE on
Thursday 17 and Friday 18 December.

Kindergarten 2021 Information Evening For Parents
Our Kindergarten 2021 Parent Information Evening usually
takes place during Term 4. With current COVID19 restrictions,
we have looked at other ways to keep our parent community
informed about transitioning to Kindergarten next year. Our
Kindergarten team has created a slideshow which has been
shared with all of our Kindergarten 2021 families.
The slideshow is also available on our website, here is the link

2021 School Terms & Important Dates
Term 1

Wednesday 27 January - Thursday 1 April

Pupil Free

Wednesday 27 January - Staff Development Day - No children at school

Pupil Free

Thursday 28 January - Mathematic Assessment Interviews, by appointment
Friday 29 January - First Day for Years 1-6
Friday 29 January - Kindy Mathematic Assessment Interviews by appointment
Monday 1 February - 2021 Kindergarten commences

Term 2

Monday 19 April to Friday 25 June

Term 3

Monday 12 July to Friday 17 September

Term 4

Tuesday 5 October to Friday 17 December
Our other Staff Development Days for 2021 are not yet confirmed. Parents will be
informed of these dates as soon as possible.

URGENT REMINDER: School Uniform 2021
Dear Parents/Guardians,
The last delivery for school uniforms will be Thursday 10th December 2020. The
first delivery of 2021 will be Thursday 28 January, 2021.
A friendly reminder that all orders are to be placed on the QKR app by MasterCard.
Please download the app, search your school and follow the prompts.
The uniform shop will not be open during the school holidays.
Please place your orders prior to the dates above to ensure you have a uniform to
start the 2021 school year.
PLEASE NOTE: OZ FASHIONS GRANVILLE DOES NOT SELL ST PAUL THE APOSTLE
SCHOOL UNIFORM IN STORE.

Any concerns please email elle@ozfashions.com.au
Kind regards
Elle
M: 0421216414
E: elle@ozfashions.com.au

2021 Bell times
There are some changes to our internal bell times in 2021 to ensure that we are meeting our legal
requirements for the teacher enterprise agreement. The 2021 bell times are outlined below for your
information. Please note that there are NO CHANGES to the start and end of the day. The only changes are
to the internal bell times.
8:52am

Music to move to assembly/line up area

8:55am

Official start of the day and first learning session. All
children are expected to be ready for announcements at
assembly or to be ready to move into classrooms for the
first learning session.

8:55am - 10:55am

2 hours

Learning Session 1 (Infants grades incorporate “crunch &
sip” into this session)

10:55am - 11:25am

30 mins

Recess

11:25am - 1:25pm

2 hours

Learning Session 2

1:25pm - 1:40pm

15 mins

Lunch - sitting and eating

1:40pm - 2:10pm

30 mins

Lunch - playtime

2:10pm - 3:10pm

1 hour

Learning Session 3

3:10pm - 3:15pm

5 mins

Student pack up and dismissal preparations

3:15pm

Official end of school day

Work, Health and Safety Reminders
Parking
Please be considerate of our neighbours when you are parking out the front of
the school. Please do not park over driveways or so close that residents are
unable to access their properties. Thank you for your cooperation.

Kiss and Drop Kindness
With restrictions still in place many of our families are utilising Kiss and Drop in
the morning and we thank you for doing this. Please continue to demonstrate
our Catholic values of compassion, kindness and patience in this area and remember the rules for Kiss and
Drop.
● If you are using Kiss and Drop in the morning, children MUST
have their bags with them in the car. No child is to go to the
rear of their car to collect a bag from the boot.
● If you need to assist your child to get their bag out please park
your vehicle and walk your child to the gate.
● At all times the safety of our students, staff and parents is our
top priority.
Thank you all for your support and cooperation in keeping all members
of our community safe.

Christmas Treats
In these last weeks of school, children like to carry out the Christmas spirit by sending and receiving
Christmas cards with lovely messages of joy and thanks. This is a lovely gesture. As there are a number of
children at St Paul’s who have severe allergies we kindly ask that you do not send in any edible treats for the
children to give to each other. This includes gingerbread, chocolates, candy canes, marshmallows or any
other lolly, biscuit or cake. We ask this so that we can ensure that our school community remains safe for all
of our children. Thank you for your cooperation in this important matter.

Important Allergy Information
At St Paul’s we have a number of children who have severe allergies to nuts. While allergic reactions are
common and most are not serious, for some people the reaction can be life threatening. This is called
anaphylaxis and can occur in minutes of an exposure to a trigger, in these children’s case, nuts. At St Paul’s
we see prevention as a major part of providing a safe environment for these children. So please do not send

nuts or foods containing nuts to school with their children. The following list gives
examples of such foods - this is not an exhaustive list and we encourage you to
check the ingredients list of products you send to school with your child/ren.
• Peanuts, hazelnuts, almonds, cashews, macadamia nuts • Peanut butter • Nutella
• Biscuits and cakes containing nuts • Snack packs containing nuts • Chocolate bars
containing nuts eg Picnics, Mars Bars (almond), Nut Breaks and Fruit and Nut
chocolates • Marzipan and nougat • Breakfast cereals containing nuts eg Crunchy
Nut/Honey Nut Cornflakes, Muesli, Nutri Grain • Muesli Bars and snack bars
containing nuts • Yoghurt and nut mixer packs • Confectionary items such as Lolly
Gobble Bliss Bombs and Rocky Road • Uncle Tobys yoghurt muesli bars.
We realise that there may be trace elements of nuts in a variety of other foods.
However, if you use the above list as a guide you will be doing your part. Parents
can also reinforce with their children that sharing food is not allowed at St Paul’s. If you have any concerns
or questions please contact the school. Thank you for your support and understanding and for helping to
maintain an allergy aware environment.

Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday to all those who celebrated their birthdays recently and who
are celebrating in the next few weeks…..
Aiden L, Meredith W, Frankie M, Lily D, Bede M, Caitlin M, Frankie N, Scarlet
D, Eric U, Ella-Jade J, Archie O’B, Myles C, Liam V-H

Student Awards - Congratulations!
St Paul’s Awards

Student of the Week Award

KL

Harriet A, Aadvik M

Amelia F, Audrey B

KM

Charlie M, Maddison S

Kiara S, Meredith W

1H

Grace F, Xavier D’S

Oliver N, Cynthia K

1JC

Estelle D, Lola G

Sienna H, Joel S

2BH

Joshua K

Luka M

2D

Olivia K, Peter K

Lara F, Kayla A

3L

Leon S, Nellie H

Keira D, Heath D

3P

Austin C, Archie O’B

Nicholas M, Amity W

4SA

Lilly G

James M

4SH

Isabella M

Leon M

5G

Eloise V, Blake K

Michael R, Annabelle C

5H

Nathan B, Johanna O

Alyssa E, Cooper S

6PR

Bryce F, Oliver Mc

Will C, Kayla W

6S

Jody L

Joel O’B

